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WORDS FROM THE WISE 


God is at work in the world about us, and yet, not everything that we 
see about us is God's work. That which is imperfect, rude, and evil has 


entered in besides. . 


. This present heaven and earth will pass away, 


but we await a new heaven and a new earth in which justice prevails. 
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“CALL FOR PAPERS 


Heirs of Pietism in World 
Christianity 2 
October 23-25, 2024 


“Theological, Social, Political and 
Cultural Expressions of Pietism 
in 17th-18th Century Transatlantic 
Context" 


Pietism has played an important role 

_ within World Christianity and has 

impacted many societies and cultures, 
_ especially during times of crisis. The 
second Heirs of Pietism Conference, to 
be held at United Theological Seminary 
- October 23-25, 2024, will focus on the 
transatlantic context during the 17th and 
_ 18th centuries. Papers for the conference 
are being invited that focus on 

theological, social, political, and cultural 

expressions of Pietism through 
examinations of figures, networks and 
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~ Gerhard Tersteegen 
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ooo practice, and religious values. 

Proposals featuring analysis of race, 

| ethnicity, nationality, gender, and class in 
relationship to Pietism during this 
timeframe are welcome. Papers may 
focus on any of the wide variety of 
indigenous, immigrant, and 
denominational communities active in 
Pietism at that time. Presentations on the 
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage 
(including forerunner denominations) are 
especially desired. 

The conference will be convened 
(both in person and remotely via Webex) 
by The Center for The Evangelical United © 
Brethren Heritage located at United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
October 23-25, 2024. Please send 
proposal abstracts (250 words) no later | 
than April 1, 2024 to Dr. Wendy ) 

| 


NorGanmarons that promoted Pietist a | 
| 


Deichmann (wjdeichmann@united.edu). 
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Y Introducing Rev. Martin Gronewold SL 


Evangelical Minister 
--Wendy Deichman and 
Martin Deppe 


Editor's Notes: Rev. Martin Deppe, United Methodist and former EUB pastor, has excerpted 
portions of his grandfather's autobiographical writings to create a narrative entitled, “The Early 
Life, Calling, and Introduction to Ministry of an Evangelical Itinerant,” which has been abridged 
below for publication in the Telescope-Messenger. 

Gronewold’s testimony to the work of God in his heart and life is his own, but it resonates with 
similar experiences of others in the Pietist, Wesleyan, and EUB heritage movements. We are 
grateful to Martin Deppe for sharing this treasure and we hope you will enjoy reading it. --WD 


Biographical Summary: Martin Gronewold was born September 29, 1869, in Apen, Germany, the 
youngest of six children. His father, a carpenter and mason, died when Martin was only 4 years | 
old, followed by his oldest brother two years later, then within a year by his mother. In May of 

1877 Martin was taken to the home of his mother’s brother, Heye Wieting, on a farm two 
miles away. Martin was raised by his uncle for the next seven years, until his uncle died in 
1882. 

Following his uncle's death, Martin was given a court-appointed guardian who hired | 
him out to a farmer. Martin wrote to his brother, Frederick, who had relocated to Addison, 
Illinois three years earlier, expressing his interest in going to America. Frederick sent 
prepaid tickets to Martin and his sister Helene, and they arrived in Chicago in June of 1884. 
Martin found work on a farm near Elmhurst. He wrote of the challenges, including those of 
a spiritual nature, in his new surroundings. | 

In November 1886, Martin accepted an invitation from his sister Helene to board with | 
her and her husband, Herman Bjick, in Chicago. He experienced her “generous spirit” as 
she gave him a “real home” and encouraged him to attend her church. He learned 

_ carpentry and found work in Chicago until] September 1890, when he entered North | 
‘Western (now North Central) College. While living with his sister, his interest in the spiritual 


was rekindled and he arrived at a turning point in his iife. 

According to Martin Gronewold’s grandson, Martin Deppe, a period of confusion and 
misunderstanding stemmed from an emphasis on the Word in his childhood, shifting to the 
Spirit, a tilt from head to heart, from Luther's das Word, hérst du! to Wesley's my heart was | 
| strangely warmed, yet both valid and vital. 

Deppe points out, further, that like so many EUB forebears his grandfather's calling and 
_ conversion emerged in the midst of his life experience as a young man who, shepherded by 


a family member, encountered the reality of God in Christ in an immigrant church 

- connected to the Evangelical Association. | 
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Want to Continue to 
Receive the TM? 


Beginning with the Summer 2024 
issue, the Telescope-Messenger will be 
sent automatically by email to all 
members for whom we have an email 
address. Because of increased print and 
mailing costs, if you would like also to 
receive the TM in paper copy mailed 
through the US postal service, please send, 
$15 in addition to your annual | 
membership fee along with your mailing 
ddress on the insert provided in this 
issue. Or use the link: 
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=1148c9 
(also found on the insert) to update your 
membership information with a credit 
card. 


| We Need Your Help! 


With our transition to email delivery of 
the TM it is more important than ever to 
update email addresses for all members. 
Will you kindly provide your current 


information on the membership form 


inserted in this TM or send your current 
email address to Mary Ann Tomlinson at 


} 
’ 


eubcenter_info_only@united.edu? 


TELESCOPE-MESSENGER 
Volume 3] No. 1 Winter 2023 


4501 Denlinger Rd. Dayton, OH 45426 


Eds. Wendy Deichmann 
| Rychie Breidenstein 


Financed Through Faith ™ 
Over two years ago, the EUB Heritage 
Council stepped out in faith with stronger 
leadership and a renewed vision of 
purpose. That renewed interest in the 
future included the significant and faith- 
directed decision to fund a part-time 
archivist for the EUB Center. 

We knew the Seminary had more 
pressing plans for its financial income and 
an archivist was far down the list for 
funding. We also knew that the EUB 
Heritage needed archival help for our 
growing collection, and UTS needed 
assistance with its archival preservation as 


well. 

So, we stepped out in faith and the 
Council offered to underwrite fifteen hours | 
a week for an archivist. This allowed the 
Seminary to hire Andy Wood—who was in 
archival training at that time and was 
already known to UTS. Andy has worked 
miracles in connecting with other United 
Methodist agencies and has obtained 
boxes and boxes of important EUB 
historical materials which might otherwise 
have been lost to us. 

_ Until this year, we operated on an 
unwritten (but thoroughly discussed) 

budget covered by your dues and 
donations. This procedure worked well 
when our expenditures were only about | 
$15,000 per year for the T/M (Telescope-| 
Messenger), etc. Now, we are in bigger 
leagues. 

Our 2023 Budget became $20,000 
and has come close to our expenditures. 
Our projected budget for 2024 is set at 
$30,200 by the Council. This continues to) 
support our archivist, as well as 


(more on pg. 7) ~ 


The Conversion and Calling of the Rev. Martin Gronewold 
(1869-1956), Evangelical Minister 
by Himself 


[My uncle Wieting] was tall, rather bony, bald-headed, generally serious, honest, kind, a 
strict churchman, praying his prayer over every meal, reading aloud his morning book of 
Hctotions: and a deacon in the church. As | grew older, Uncle would take me along to 
church, and | would be seated beside him. ... 
| The people around us were not generally religious. Nominally church members, on the 
whole they were not church goers, like Uncle. Drinking was common. Many good otherwise 
nice men drank a good deal. It was not considered a great sin. Even our Lutheran pastor 
drank, and it was reported that at times he was so drunk [that] men would have to take him 
home. Uncle was not a drinking man, though he handed out drinks to his carpenters and his 
help at special occasions... . 

In the winter of 1883-1884 [at 15] | attended catechism class with the pastor and on 
Palm Sunday of 1884 we were confirmed [in St. Nikolai Kirche, Apen]. What were my 
religious impressions? A sense of fear and a desire to be in harmony with God in the light 
and according to the understanding that | then had. This impressed me and disturbed me, 
especially at the time of confirmation. There was aroused a deep longing to have any guilt 


removed and to have that deep longing satisfied. But owing to no close relation and 
confidence in the Pastor [uncle’s death and trip to America] the longing was left in 
suspense. ... 


| In the new environment... in America, | had to find myself, and with no one to direct, 
encourage, and guide [mel], early religious impressions and those deeper impressions .. . 
seemed lost for the time being, though not forgotten. Religious impressions are very deep, 
perhaps because of childhood’s easy response to the MYSTERIOUS, the UNUSUAL, the 
MAJESTIC. ... 

As no one gave [me] encouragement to anything religious—both the farmers | worked 
for professed religion and attended church occasionally yet made light of the church and 
religion as being superstitious—l gave no attention to it, but occasionally something would 
recall it in my mind and also awaken an undercurrent of desire. In two and one half years 
on the farm, | went to church four or more times. When | went there [I had] one general 
impression, perhaps not so clear, growing out of the idea of GOD, belief in [God] as the 
biggest and therefore the most impressive [matter.] It would in a sense annoy, [but] also 
awaken a sense of need and responsibility [in me]. . . . 

[| began to relize that] the experience which means a sense of forgiveness by faith, real 
faith, born out of need, is altogether individual. It changed my life, made life more 
meaningful, made God in Christ the center of my life. It cannot be explained, but | had a 
new outlook on life, a real source of deep joy, a new incentive. It gave life a new purpose. 
(more on pg. 5) /~ 


The Conversion and Calling of the Rev. Martin Gronewold (cont.) 


On December 8, 1887, | found the lover of my Soul whom | had sought for a long 
time, who had stirred my heart early in life... . ln a morning service in the then new 
Sheffield Ave. church, [I came] upon an act of obedience and faith. And it gave faith a 
chance. Then [I felt] that sense of being forgiven and therefore in harmony with HIM who 
made all things, who upholds all things, who is interested in each and all far beyond 
/human understanding. This sense of acceptance, oneness with so great, so good a Being, 
cannot be expressed. It is better felt than told, too wonderful for me. 

| joined the Sheffield Avenue Church, Evangelical Association. Peace! Peace, wonderful 
peace coming down from the father above. What glorious times | did have in His service. If 
men only knew. | will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever and forever. Everything was 
changed. What a treasure was mine! | found joy in His service, in prayer, also especially in 
trying to win souls. 

It meant a new chapter in my life, a new beginning. Life took on a different meaning. | 
felt lifted out of a place of unimportance to [be] someone now all important to the 
GREATEST of all. What a sense of hope and what an outlook that brings. It must be 
experienced. | now became interested in everything religious. | found a new joy, a new 
outlet; all life was new from now on. 

What a great change it meant to me-orphaned early in life, knocked around, left to 
myself, few associates, no schoolmates, none with whom to be chummy-cannot be 

| expressed in words. 

Now, what church services, with real warmth, a worship of the heart to me who in 
childhood attended the cold formal services of my church in the home country. It meant 
gaining new friends with some of whom | felt | held something in common. These were 

now the golden days of [my] life. The worship on Sunday twice, Sunday School and 

_midweek service took a very large place in my life. In short, | found that which makes up 

for the orphaned life. 

| Not long after becoming a member of the church and the Sunday School, | was given 
a class of boys to teach, though | knew nothing of teaching. But that, too, became a 
source of real joy, to which | devoted some time and study. 

Yes, these were great days: steady work, good wages for the times, though but a trifle 
‘now in 1941, wearing good clothes, saving money, and finding great joy in God and the 
worship of Him... . 

After a year or two | would at certain occasions feel the urge to do some special work. 
That was in times when | became impressed with the importance of helping [others], the 
need of [church/mission] workers, or when | was especially impressed [by] how much my 
God in Christ meant to me now. This sense of obligation, paired with desire, became more 
intense. Of course, | had at this same time a strong feeling of inability and unworthiness for 
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‘i Meeting at the Archives 


by Sarah Blair 


Maybe some of you, like |, notice things that are associated with your birthday. My 
birthday is October 14, and as | was researching the one hundredth anniversary of the 
merger of the Evangelical Association and the United Evangelical Church in 1922, | found 
that the worship service cementing the approved reunion occurred on October 14. Today, 
as votes concerning disaffiliation and new denominations are on many minds in the UMC, 
memories of the bitter split of the Evangelical Association in the 189Os, and the rejoicing at 
their reunion some thirty years later as they formed the Evangelical Church, may remind us 
that there are many possibilities in the future that are almost inconceivable in the present. 

Many small pieces helped the separated groups ‘move incrementally toward healing. 
One commentator cited "a few judicious funerals." These were of major players who never 
could have been reconciled, but were now out of the picture. Three important meetings, 
however, seem to have been key to the final reunion. One was a meeting of youth members 
from both churches which helped to reduce tensions and open new points of contact. 
Another avenue for points of contact opened as both churches met with the new Federai 
Council of Churches. In addition, a meeting in 1916, because of the 1]OOth anniversary of 
the formation of the Evangelical Association, brought the "Sons of Albright" together over 
a historical commemoration they shared. All these unifying events helped develop a new 
sense of relationship between the two churches and inspired the proposals that would 
culminate in their historic rejoining. 

In Raymond Albright's History of the Evangelical Church, he expressed his joy at the 
family reunion, but as often happens, all were not in agreement. A group, primarily 
in the Central Pennsylvania Conference, the center of the United Evangelical Church, 

did not rejoin. This group eventually took the name Evangelical Congregational 
Church, and is a small, but still existent denomination. Whether this reunification in 1922 is 
prophetic of the fates of some present groups, only time will tell. 

A surprise donation to the Center, however, reminded us of these pieces of our 
past. The surprise began with a phone contact, followed by an offer to donate a portrait of 
Bishop Spreng to our collection. The package arrived in the most meticulously wrapped 
fashion we had ever seen. As we stripped away the carefully done layers of padding and 
tape, a full-length portrait of the Bishop emerged. It now is displayed in the Nelson Room. 

Such donations are always exciting and welcome at the Center, but this particular item 
seemed very timely as Bishop Spreng was the editor of the English language paper The 
Evangelical Messenger for many decades, including the tumultuous '9Os, and he strongly 
made the case for the 1922 merger in its pages. He was present and spoke eloquently at the 


uniting conference and then preached the sermon at the uniting worship service. Just a 


1946. 


decade later, he would be a part of the group exploring union with the United Brethren, 
and lived to see that merger voted for, though not long enough to see its culmination in 


(more on pg. Wir 
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| cont. 
| 
So, as | gaze at the portrait of Bishop representing seed money for the Pietism 
Spreng, a man in the pulpit, wearing the Conference to be held in the Fall of 2024 


attire of his time, and a solemn, yet kindly 
face, | see an example of what would once | 
have been called "a prince of the pulpit,” 
and | wonder what he would say to us 


and other plans in the making. 
Much of the increased funding this 
year has come from our EUB Heritage 


today. It seems possible, knowing how he Executive Committee of eight persons and 
wrote and worked for unity in their 

ie body of Christ in his lifetime, that he spouses, all of whom see what remarkable 
would call on us to speak the truth in progress has been accomplished and can 


love, and perhaps to work together for 
what many see as an impossible 
outcome--unity. 


continue into the future. Also seeing these. 
benefits, and joining the giving 
_bandwagon, are the twenty-six members 
S$ of the EUB Heritage Council. 
We thank you who are reading this 
| issue for giving to the EUB General Fund 
through your own continued membership 
support and extra giving for our planned 
work. When | was on the EUB Board of 
Evangelism as a YES Man (Youth 
Evangelism Service), the EUB Christian 
Education Board and the Board of 
| Stewardship coined a phrase for our 
former denomination: “Put your money 
where your FAITH is!” Hopefully, we all 
still are! And hopefully this includes The 
_EUB Heritage Archives and Center! Sgoin, 
| our thanks for your support! 


Bishop Spreng Portrait | 
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The Conversion and Calling of the Rev. Martin Gronewold (cont.) 


any task in Christ’s cause and church. However, this call came oftener and also the desire 
grew as time went on. 

Finally, the decision was made which meant of course a sense of relief. The act of 
bringing life into tune with God's will and purpose brought a clearer conscious Oneness 
with a gracious God. 

It was about this time [spring, 189O] that my sense of desire or some other INNER 
urge took a hold of me to give my life definitely to the ministry. | cannot explain it, 
but | had felt a stir within at different times. So | finally resolved to take that step. 
Accordingly, | decided to go to Naperville, to the then-called Northwestern 
College. 


Martin was eventually licensed and ordained by the Illinois Conference of the 
Evangelical Association, where he served faithfully in pastoral ministry until his 
retirement from active ministry in 1940. 


The full text of this narrative 
is available by using this link: 
https://archive.org/details/rev-martin-gronewold-bio 
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Membership Form 


Street Address 


City State Zip Code 


Email Address __ a __* EE ee 
____| enclose $500 or more to become a Lifetime Member. 

_____| enclose $IOO as one of 5 installments to become a Lifetime Member. 

| enclose $25 or more to become a Yearly Member (July 1 to June 30 due before 
March 1 each year.) 

___l enclose $15 for a mailed copy of the Telescope Messenger (July 1 to June 30 due 
before April 1 each year.) 

If you prefer to give online, go to: https://united.edu/center-for-the-evangelical-united- 
brethren-heritage-eub/ There click on Membership & Donation. 

Please mail this form to: Mandy Wood; Center for the Evangelical United Brethren Heritage: 
United Theological Seminary; 4501 Denlinger Road; Dayton, OH 45426. 


Please email contact information updates to Mary Ann Tomlinson at: 
eubcenter_info_only@united.edu. 
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Non-Profit 
Organization 


Center for the Evangelical 


United Brethren Heritage U.S. Postage 
United Theological Seminary PAID 
4501 Denlinger Road Dayton, OH 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


Please Join Us 
Yearly Membership $25-$499/Lifetime Membership $5OO* and above 


Your membership helps the Center preserve the story and promote the study of the Christian traditions 
that formed The Evangelical United Brethren Church. Come join with like-minded people who are 
United Methodists, former EUBs or EUB history enthusiasts, both lay and clergy, to take part in the 
ministry and mission of the Center. 

Membership is an excellent way to stay in touch with the EUB historical community. It includes an 
email subscription to the TM and invitations to special events. Your membership dollars help to fund 
the mission of the Center and are tax-deductible as charitable donations for IRS purposes. 

To join the Center and support its work, please fill out the form at the following link. Payment is easy, 
quick, and safe. Go to: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=1148c9 or to our website 
https://united.edu/center-for-the-evangelical-united-brethren-heritage-eub/ There click on Membership 
& Donation. 

Installments of $100 over a 5 year period are available to become a Lifetime Member. 


Contact Mandy at aswood@united.edu or Mary Ann @ emailaddress@gmail.com 


if you are interested in this option. ‘fe 


